
DUNCRAIG CASTLE
PLOCKTON | WESTER ROSS

A fine example of Victorian baronial architecture built in
the 1860’s by Sir Alexander Matheson



DUNCRAIG CASTLE
PLOCKTON | WESTER ROSS

Reception Hallway | Inner Hall | Drawing Room

Dining Room | Library | Study | Minstrel Gallery

Turret Room | Extensive Kitchens and Domestic

Quarters with 29 Bedrooms and 10 Bathrooms.

Former Teaching Annexe including Sports Hall and Classrooms | Courtyard | Chapel |
Boathouse | Laundry building | 2 Islands | Approx 2.5 km of frontage to 

Loch Carron

About 38 acres in all.



A SPECTACULAR HIGHLAND CASTLE IN A

STUNNING COASTAL SETTING



SITUATION
Plockton is considered one of the UK’s most beautiful locations and

enjoys a mild climate because of the Gulf Stream. Gaily painted

cottages, lines of palm trees on the waterfront and a backdrop of

stupendous wooded crags lend Plockton an exotic charm that is rarely

found in Highland villages. Sheltered by a headland from the wind and

open sea, the small community is located at the mouth of Loch Carron.

There are un-spoilt sandy beaches on the seaward shore, reached only

by footpaths, and a maze of narrow lanes explore the hinterland of

forests, lochs and mountain moors. Plockton developed as a herring

port in the early 19th century and is now a haven for summer visitors

including artists and yachtsmen.

In 1973 the village was the location for the feature film The Wicker

Man and in 1995 Plockton was chosen for the popular television series

Hamish MacBeth. 

The village itself has its own reputable primary and secondary schools

and a good local village store that provides for everyday needs and

requirements. Plockton village also has a number of inns, small hotels,

restaurants and pubs. There are endless opportunities for outdoor

pursuits which include hill walking, golf and fishing; with stalking and

shooting also available on nearby estates. Nearby Plockton airstrip,

built by the Royal Engineers in 1966, is available for use by private

light aircraft. The village is also served by rail from Inverness and the

castle has its own private train platform, Duncraig Halt. The Inverness 



to Kyle line was featured in a series by Michael Palin who stated that

this was one of the most beautiful railway journeys in the world.

HISTORICAL NOTE
Duncraig Castle was completed in 1866 for the use of Sir Alexander

Matheson who made his fortune in the opium trade in the Far East.

His uncle, Sir James Matheson, a native of Sutherland, was cofounder

of the vast Hong Kong based commercial empire Jardine Matheson.

The Castle was bought in 1927 by Sir Daniel Hamilton who

subsequently bequeathed the Castle to the Council. It served as a

Naval Hospital during World War Two when nearby Kyle was a Naval

Base and opened as a Domestic Science College in 1945. Since the

closure of the college in 1989 the Castle has been used by the

television crew of the TV series Hamish MacBeth. In more recent times



the current owners featured in a popular fly on the wall documentary

“The Dobsons of Duncraig”. The Castle has since been made available

for paying guests, weddings, conferences and location hire for filming.

THE PROPERTY
Constructed in 1866, Duncraig Castle is a prime example of the

architecture of the period with its large public rooms and ornate cornicing

and plasterwork, wood paneling and fireplaces. The accommodation

comprises reception hallway, inner hall with minstrels gallery and gothic

arches above, library, drawing room, dining room, study, housekeeping

room, kitchens, wash up and servery. There is a central exhibition area 

with cupola, chapel and an abundance of storage space.

From the upper hall access is gained to the minstrels gallery, kitchenette,

shower room, dressing room, 15 bedrooms and 5 bathrooms.

On the second floor the hall leads to an access spiral turret staircase

which leads to 3 attic rooms. There are a further 13 bedrooms, 

4 bathrooms and shower room. On the third floor there is a bedroom

and bathroom. A large training annexe was constructed during the

1960’s to accommodate the Castle’s time as a domestic science college.

Over the years this part of the building has largely remained unused

and would perhaps be demolished at some point in the future. The

teaching annexe has a gymnasium, equipment stores, changing rooms,

shower room, 2 training kitchens,laundry, classroom and staff room.

On the first floor there are 4 large classrooms, 7 storerooms and flat

complete with sitting room, kitchen, 2 bedrooms and bathroom.
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GROUND FLOOR

Reception Hall (S) 11.88m x 5.35m (39’6” x

17’6”) timber panelling to dado height, stone

fireplace with family crests and date stone (1868).

Library (S & E) 11.58m x 5.3m (38’6” x 17’6”)

parquet floor, decorative cornice, timber panelling

to dado level.

Drawing Room (N) 8.3m x 5.35m (27’3” x

17’6”) large bay window overlooking Plockton

Bay, white marble fireplace, parquet floor, timber

panelling to dado level, magnificent double doors

opening to Library.

Inner Hall (N) (at upper level) 11.79m x 6.65m

(39’3” x 21’9”) Minstrels gallery (at first floor

level) timber panelling and gothic arches.  Double

doors leading to

Dining Room (N) 11.67m x 7.3m (38’9” x 24’0”)

polished timber floor, open fireplace with timber

surround and carved columns.

Study (S) 5.7m x 5.35m (18’9” x 17’6”)

Housekeeping (S) 7m x 5.1m (23’0” x 16’9”)

Kitchen (S) 11.58m x 5.35m (38’6” x 17’6”)

Wash up (N) 

Servery (N)

Exhibition Area with a cupola 7.4m x 7.25m

(24’3” x 23’9”)

Store (N)

Store (N)

Chapel

Store

FIRST FLOOR

Upper Hall 6.0m x 3.95m (19’9” x 13’0”) 

access to Minstrels Gallery.

Bedroom 1 (N) 8.6m x 5.4m (28’3” x 17’9) 

bay window to north overlooking Plockton Bay.

Dressing Room 6.1m x 3.6m (20’0” x 11’9”)

Hairdressing/showers (S, E & N)

Bedroom 2 (S & E) 8.15m x 5.35m 

(26’9” x 17’6”)

Bedroom 3 (S) 5.35m x 4.1m (17’6” x 13’6”)

Bedroom 4 (S) 5.25m x 4.7m (17’3” x 15’6”)

Bathroom (S)

Kitchenette (S)

Bathroom (S)
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Third Floor

Bedroom 29

Bathroom

Bedroom 5 (S) 5.8m x 3.95m (19.0” x 13.0”)

Bathroom (W)

Bedroom 6 (S) 7.15m x 5.1m (23’9” x 16’9”)

Bedroom 7 (S & W) 5.55m x 5.2m (18’3” x 17’0”)

Bedroom 8 (W) 4.25m x 2.95m (14’0” x 9’9”)

Bedroom 9 (W) 4.1m x 3.5m (13’6” x 11’6”)

Bathroom

Bedroom 10 (N) 4.7m x 2.8m (15’6” x 9’3”)

Bedroom 11 (N) 3.25m x 2.6m (10’9” x 8’6”)

Bedroom 12 (N) 3.4m x 2.3m (11’3” x 7’6”)

Bedroom 13 (N) 3.5m x 2.35m (11’6 x 7’9”)

Bedroom 14 (N) 3.4m x 2.2m (11’3 x 7’3)

Bedroom 15 (N) 5.35m x 3.6m (17’6 x 11’9”)

Bathroom and Showers

SECOND FLOOR

Hall access stairs to three attic rooms 

and turret stairs to tower.

Bedroom 16 (N & E) 8.45m x 5.4m 

(27’9” x 17’9”)

Bedroom 17 (E) 5.5m x 4.1m (18’0” x 13’6”)

Bedroom 18 (S & E) 6.1m x 5.4m (20’0” x 17’9”)

Bedroom 19 (S) 3.65m x 3.35m (12’0” x 11’0”)

Showers (S)

Bathroom (N)

Bedroom 20 (S & W) 7.7m x 4.8m (25’3” x 15’9”)

Bedroom 21 (N) 4.95m x 4.65m (16’3 x 15’3”)

Bedroom 22 (S) 5.7m x 5.35m (18’9” x 17’6”)

Bathroom (W)

Bedroom 23 (S) 7.15m x 5.1m (23’6” x 16’9”)

Bedroom 24 (S & W) 11.88m x 5.5m 

(39’6” x 18’0”)

Bathroom (W)

Bedroom 25 (N) 5.4m x 3.6m (17’9” x 11’9”)

Bedroom 26 (N) 3.35m x 2.75m (11’0” x 9’0”)

Bedroom 27 (N) 4.35m x 3.4m (14’3” x 11’3”)

Bathroom (W)

Bedroom 28 (N) 5.4m x 3.6m (17’9 x 11’9”)

THIRD FLOOR

Bedroom 29 (N) 9.5m x 5.2m (31’3” x 17’0”)

Bathroom



OUTSIDE
A short distance West of the Castle is the former laundry building

which is of stone construction and over two floors. Whilst in need of

renovation this building would lend itself to a variety of uses. There is

also a disused Boathouse. The land extends to the shoreline of Loch

Carron for approx 2500m and includes two islands, namely Eileen

Lagach and Eileen Na Craige Dubhe, the latter of which is let to the

Scottish Wildlife Trust. The Castle is set in mature garden grounds

within amenity woodlands, around 38 acres in all.



GENERAL REMARKS

Council Tax Banding is H.

Services.Mains electricity,public water supply, private drainage. There

is an oil fired central heating system which is not functional.

Listed Buildings The Castle and Laundry are listed as being of

Architectural of historical interest, Category “C”.

DIRECTIONS
From Kyle of Lochalsh head Northwards signposted “Plockton”. On

reaching the “T” junction at Duirinish bear left and take the right

turning signposted to Stromeferry. On passing Loch Lundie on the

right hand side the entrance to Duncraig Castle will be seen on the left

hand side.        

VIEWING 
Strictly by confirmed appointment through the selling agent Strutt &

Parker

If you require this publication in an alternative format, please contact Strutt & Parker LLP on tel 01635 521707.  IMPORTANT NOTICE Strutt & Parker LLP for themselves and for the Vendors
of this property, whose agents they are, give notice that: 1. The particulars are intended to give a fair and substantially correct overall description for the guidance of intending purchasers and do
not constitute part of an offer or contract. Prospective purchasers and lessees ought to seek their own professional advice. 2. All descriptions, dimensions, areas, reference to condition and
necessary permissions for use and occupation and other details are given in good faith, and are believed to be correct, but any intending purchasers should not rely on them as statements or
representations of fact, but must satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise as to the correctness of each of them. 3. No person in the employment of Strutt & Parker LLP has any authority
to make or give any representations or warranty whatever in relation to this property on behalf of Strutt & Parker LLP, nor enter into any contract on behalf of the Vendor. 4. No responsibility can
be accepted for any expenses incurred by intending purchasers in inspecting properties which have been sold, let or withdrawn. Reference 11/AA/3919. Photographs and particulars taken March
2008.  MEASUREMENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION All measurements are approximate. While we endeavour to make our sales particulars accurate and reliable , if there is any point which
is of particular importance to you, please contact this office and we will be pleased to check the information for you, particularly if contemplating travelling some distance to view the property.

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map-
ping with the permission of the Controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. Crown Copy-
right (ES100018525). NOT TO SCALE



Tel: 01463 719171
The Courier Building
9-11 Bank Lane, Inverness IV1 1WA
inverness@struttandparker.com 
www.struttandparker.com

Tel: 020 7629 7282
13 Hill Street,
London W1J 5LQ
london@struttandparker.com 
www.struttandparker.com


